
7000 years of histo ry

For you to discove r
In Malta and Gozo
The Megalithic Te m p l e s

B u i l t b e t ween 3800 and

2000 BC, these temples are

the earliest f re e s t a n d i n g

s t r u ct u res in the wo r l d . T h ey

a re often situated in areas of

special geographic int e re s t , a re giga ntic in

s i ze and ex h i b i t exceptional building

techniques and stylistic details. Re fer to t h e

b ro c h u re "The Enigma of Pre h i s to ry " ,

available from any Malta To u r i s t Off i ce.

In Malta
Va l l e t t a ( t h e re ’s a map of Valletta in t h e

b ro c h u re "An island at the heart of t h e

M e d i t e r ra n e a n " )

The Upper Barra k ka Gardens

The view from these ga rdens is magnifice nt

– a superb panorama of Grand Harbour and

the T h ree Cities of Vi t to r i o s a , Cospicua and

S e n g l e a .

The National Museum of Archaeology

This museum, housed in

the Au b e rge de Prove n ce ,

co ntains seve ral exce l l e nt

co l l e ctions of objects found at

the main Neolithic and

p re h i s toric sites on the islands (pottery,

s c u l p t u re ,s t atuettes …).

The Fine Arts Museum

Housed in this museum are seve ra l

co l l e ct i o n s, which belonged to the Knight s

of St. J o h n . T h e re is also a permanent

exhibition of wo r ks by Ca r p a cc i o, Pe r u g i n o,

Ti nto re t to, Re n i , Va l e nt i n , M at h i a s, S to m e r,

P re t i , R i b e ra , Ti e p o l o, Fav ray and Ve r n e t.

One section of the museum is re s e rved fo r

wo r ks by Maltese art i s t s .

The National War Museum

This museum is inside the historic Fo rt S t.

E l m o. You can see a large selection of wa r

relics from the plane "Faith" to the Georg e

C ro s s, a wa rded to the Maltese in

re cognition of their brave ry in the Seco n d

World Wa r. We a p o n s, u n i forms and wa r

vehicles are also ex h i b i t e d .

S t .J o h n ’s Co - Cat h e d ra l

Formerly the Co nve ntual Church of t h e

O rd e r, S t. J o h n’s Co - Cat h e d ral is, h i s to r i c a l l y

s p e a k i n g, one of the most i m p o rt a nt

buildings in Malta. I t was designed by

G e rolamo Ca s s a r, the Ord e r ’s chief

a rc h i t e ct-engineer and built b e t ween 157 3

and 157 7. Its sober façade is in stark co nt ra s t

to the magnifice n ce of its int e r i o r. The floor

of the cat h e d ral is a rich t a p e s t ry of marble

to m b s to n e s, w h e re the names of fa m o u s

people from all over Europe are inscribed.

The carved walls and ornate co l u m n s

h e rald the baroque period and the floor is

M a l t a



echoed in the splendour of the va u l tp a i ntings by Mat t i a

P re t i . On either side of the nave is a succession of chap e l s,

each re p re s e nting one of the Ord e r ’s many langues. T h e

"Beheading of St. John the Baptist" and "St. J e ro m e " ,t wo

m a s t e r p i e ces by Ca rava gg i o, hang in the Orato ry.

The Pa l a ce of the Gra n d m a s t e r s

This palace , also designed by Gerolamo Ca s s a r, wa s

completed in 1574. I t co ntains port raits of

the Grandmasters and seve ral Euro p e a n

m o n a rc h s, s eve ral examples of period

f u r n i t u re and many wo r ks of art. A unique

co l l e ction of Gobelin Tapestries hangs in

the Ta p e s t ry Chamber. The Council Chamber is deco rat e d

with a beautiful frieze by Pe rez d’A l e cc i o, d e p i ct i n g

episodes from the Gre at S i e g e. The ceiling of the ent ra nce

corridors was painted by Nicolo Nasoni. M a ny of t h e

S t at e rooms are deco rated with friezes depict i n g

episodes from the histo ry of the Ord e r. M a ke sure yo u

d o n’ t miss the wo r ks by Ribera , Van Loo and Bato n i.

The Armoury

The Armoury is in t wo halls on the ground floor of t h e

Pa l a ce. Weapons and armour from diffe re nt periods are

d i s p l ayed in an impre s s i ve permanent ex h i b i t i o n .

The Manoel T h e at r e

This t h e at re was originally built as a co u rt t h e at re under

G randmaster Manoel de Vilhena in 1731 and is one of t h e

o l d e s t t h e at res in Euro p e. Pe rfo r m a n ces are held

re g u l a r l y.

The Mediterranean Co n fe r e n ce Ce n t r e

This building was originally the hospital or "Sacra

I n fermeria" of the Order of St. J o h n . I t was built in 1574

under Grandmaster Jean de la Ca s s i e re and wa s

co n s i d e red to be one of the best hospitals in Euro p e.

Food was served on silver plat e s, some of which,

together with some beautiful ce ramic pharmacy jars,

can be seen at the Fine Arts Museum. In 1976 , the "Sacra

I n fermeria" was re s to red and co nve rted into a co n fe re nce

ce nt re. The Exhibition Hall, formerly the Gre at Wa rd of

the hospital, is said to be one of the longest halls in

E u ro p e. I t is 161 metres long. The main co n fe re n ce

h a l l -c u m - t h e at re seats 1,400 people.

The Three Cities
A c ross Grand Harbour, to the south of

Va l l e t t a , a re the t h ree historic towns of

Vi t to r i o s a , Cospicua and Senglea,

commonly re fe r red to as Co t to n e ra or t h e

T h ree Cities.

The Maritime Museum

This museum, o n ce a bake ry belonging to the Roya l

N avy, h i g h l i g hts the most i m p o rt a nt m o m e nts of

M a l t a ’s maritime histo ry. Exhibits include t wo ce re m on i a l

b a rges (Wi g n a co u rt’s and Vi l h e n a ’s) , s eve ral models of

sailing ships and ga l l eys of the Ord e r, as well as a

number of authentic guns and cannons.

The Folklore Museum

This museum is housed in the Inquisito r ’s Pa l a ce in

Vi t to r i o s a , formerly the seat of the Inquisition in Malta.

A section of the building co ntains int e resting specimens

of tools and objects of devotion of a bygone age.

Of special int e re s t to visitors are the judgement h a l l ,

the private apart m e nts and the dungeons.

M d i n a
The old capital of Malta is a typical medieval tow n ,

s i t u ated in the ce nt re of the island. The "Silent C i t y " ,a s

i t is know n ,commands a magnifice nt v i ew of  the island.

The Cat h e d ra l

The XI ce nt u ry Siculo-Norman cat h e d ral was destroye d

by an eart h q u a ke in 1693. The pre s e nt

c at h e d ral was built by the Maltese

a rc h i t e ct Lo re n zo Gafa ’ four years later and

is believed to stand on the site originally

o ccupied by the house of Pu b l i u s, t h e

Roman governor at the time of St. Pa u l ’s shipwreck and

s t ay on the island. The Cat h e d ral Museum co nt a i n s

s eve ral art t re a s u re s, including a superb co l l e ction of

woodcuts and paintings by Albre c ht D u re r.

The Museum of Nat u ral Histo ry

Housed in a palace built by Grandmaster Vi l h e n a ,t h i s

museum is divided into seven sect i o n s, which co nt a i n

local and fo reign specimens of fish, i n s e ct s, b i rd s, s h e l l s

and fossils alongside a number of geology ex h i b i t s .
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R a b at
The Museum of Roman Antiquities – The Roman Villa

Ev i d e n ce of Malta’s wealth and

m a g n i f i ce n ce during the Roman rule (218

BC – 870 AD) may be seen here. Look out

for the ve ry fine mosaics.

S t .A gat h a ’s and St. Pa u l ’s Cat a co m b s

These cat a combs in Ra b at a re typical of t h e

u n d e rg round Christian ce m e t e r i e s, which we re co m m o n

in the 4th ce nt u ry AD. Of special int e re s ta re the ro u n d

t a b l e s, h ewn out of the rock and known as "aga p e

t a b l e s " ,w h e re pare nts and friends reclined to part a ke of

a fa rewell meal in honour of their loved one.

In Gozo
(Co n s u l t the bro c h u re "Gozo, the island of love and

h o n ey " )

Traditionally known as Ca l y p s o ’s Island, G o zo is

s e p a rated from Malta by a narrow but ve ry deep

c h a n n e l . The capital Vi cto r i a , also known as Ra b at , is 6

km away from Mga r r, G o zo ’s main harbour.

The Citadel and its Museums

The Citadel or "Gran Castello" has an

imposing cat h e d ra l ,i m p re s s i ve ruins and a

number of old houses surrounded by

h i s toric fo rt i f i c at i o n s . One of these old

h o u s e s, k n own as "Norman H o u s e " , h a s

been re s to red and t ra n s fo rmed into a Fo l k l o re Museum.

The other t wo museums are the Museum of

A rc h a e o l o gy and the Cat h e d ral Museum.

G gantija Prehistoric Te m p l e s

The co m p l ex is made up of t wo ve ry well pre s e rve d

temples built side by side on the Xa g h ra plat e a u .

Ca l y p s o ’s Cave

This cave , overlooking the red sands of Ramla Bay, has a

l e g e n d a ry co n n e ction with Calypso and dominates one

of the most b re at htaking views in Malta and Gozo.

The Ta ’ Pinu Basilica

I t stands in open co u nt ry close to the village of Gharb

and the hamlet of Ghammar. In its simplicity, i t is one of

the most beautiful churches of the Maltese Islands.

MU S E UMS 
& HI STORICAL MONUM E NT S
In Malta
N ational Museum of Archaeology - Va l l e t t a
Fine Arts Museum - Va l l e t t a
War Museum - Va l l e t t a
Pa l a ce Armoury - Va l l e t t a
Ghar Dalam Cave and Museum- B i rze b b u ga
Tarxien Temples - Ta r x i e n
H a gar Qim and Mnajdra Temples - near Qre n d i
Maritime Museum- Vi t to r i o s a
I n q u i s i to r ’s Pa l a ce - Vi t to r i o s a
N at u ral Histo ry Museum - M d i n a
Museum of Roman Antiquities - Ra b at
S t . Pa u l ’s Cat a combs - Ra b at

Opening Hours
All these museums and monuments are open eve ry day (exce p t
Public Holidays) :
M o n d ay to Sat u rd ay: 8.15 a.m. to 5.00 p. m .
S u n d ays : 8.15 a.m. to 4.15 p. m .
Summer Opening Hours (16/06 to 30/0 9 ) :
M o n d ay to Sunday: 7.45 a.m. to 2.00 p. m .

G ra n d m a s t e r s ’Pa l a ce , Va l l e t t a
Te l :( 3 56) 21 221221
M o n d ay,Tu e s d ay and We d n e s d ay: 8.30 a.m. to 3.45 p. m .
T h u r s d ay and Fr i d ay: 8.30 a.m. to 4.00 p. m .
S at u rd ay and Sunday: by appoint m e nt
Summer Opening Hours (16/06 to 30/0 9 ) :
M o n d ay to Fr i d ay: 8.00 a.m. to 12.45 p. m .
(Closed occasionally during Pa r l i a m e nt a ry sessions)



N i n u ’s Gro t to,Xa g h ra
Te l : ( 3 56) 21 556 8 6 3
M o n d ay to Sat u rd ay: 8.30 a.m. to 6.00 p. m .
S u n d ay: by appoint m e nt

Xe r r i’s Gro t to, Xa g h ra
Te l : ( 3 56) 21 56 0 57 2
Eve ry day: 9.00 a.m. to 6.00 p. m .

MA LTA TO UR I ST OFFICE - UK
U n i tC , Park House,
14 Nort h f i e l d s
London SW18 1DD
Te l : (44) 020 7292 4900
Fa x : (44) 020 7734 1880
off i ce. u k @ v i s i t m a l t a . co m

MA LTA TO UR I ST OFFICE - Canada / USA
6 5, B ra o d way Suite 823,
N ew Yo r k
NY 10006
Te l . : (1) 212 430 3799 
Fa x : (1) 425 7953425
E-mail :off i ce. u s @ v i s i t m a l t a . co m

MA LTA TO URISM AUTH O R IT Y
Au b e rge d’Italie
M e rc h a nts Stre e t ,
Valletta CMR 02,
M a l t a .
Te l :( 3 56) 229150 0 0
Fa x :( 3 56) 22915893
E - m a i l :i n fo @ v i s i t m a l t a . co m

www.v i s i t m a l t a . co m

All info r m ation in this fa ct s h e e t is subject to change without
prior notice.

ENG-03

S t .J o h n ’s Co - Cat h e d ra l ,Museum and Orato ry, Va l l e t t a
Te l : ( 3 56) 21 220536)
Open eve ry day (exce p tS u n d ays and Public Holidays)
M o n d ay to Fr i d ay: 9.30 a.m.to 12.30 p. m .and 1.30 p. m .to 4.30 p. m .
S at u rd ay: 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p. m .

Cat h e d ral Museum, M d i n a
Te l : ( 3 56) 21 4546 97
Open eve ry day (exce p tS u n d ays and Public Holidays)
M o n d ay to Sat u rd ay:9.00 a.m.to 1.00 p. m .and 1.30 p. m .to 4.30 p. m.

Fo rt S t .A n ge l o, V i t to r i o s a
Open on Sat u rd ay: 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p. m .
Eve ry first S u n d ay of the mont h : 1 0.00 a.m. to 12. 00 (noon)
Guided tours between 9.15 a.m. and 12.15 p. m .

Manoel T h e at r e , Va l l e t t a
Te l :( 3 56) 21 222618
M o n d ay to Fr i d ay:1 0.00 a.m.to 1.00 p. m .and 5.00 p. m . to 7.00 p. m .
S at u rd ay: 1 0.00 a.m. to 12.00 (noon)
Guided tours from Monday to Fr i d ay at 1 0.30 a.m.and 11.30 a.m.

Hal Saflieni Hypoge u m , Pa o l a
Te l : ( 3 56) 21 82557 9
Open from 9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p. m .
Re s e rvation absolutely nece s s a ry
Visits in groups of 10 on the hour,eve ry hour

In Gozo
Museum of Archaeology, C i t a d e l ,V i cto r i a
Folklore Museum, C i t a d e l ,V i cto r i a
N at u ral Histo ry Museum, C i t a d e l ,V i cto r i a
G gantija Megalithic Te m p l e s, Xa g h ra
Ta ’ Kola Museum (Windmill), Xa g h ra

Opening hours:
M o n d ay to Sat u rd ay: Opening at 8.30 a.m.
Closing at 4.30 p. m .( f rom 01/10 to 31/0 3 )
at 6.30 p. m .( f rom 01/04 to 15/06 and 16/09 to 30/0 9 )
at 7.00 p. m .( f rom 16/06 to 15/0 9 )
S u n d ays : 8.30 a.m. to 3.00 p. m .

Cat h e d ral Museum, C i t a d e l ,V i cto r i a
Te l : ( 3 56) 21 556 0 87
M o n d ay to Sat u rd ay: 1.30 p. m . to 4.30 p. m .
(Closed on Sundays and Public Holidays)

Toy Museum, Xa g h ra
Te l : ( 3 56) 21 56 2 4 8 9
M o n d ay to Sat u rd ay: 1 0.00 a.m. to 12.00 (noon) and 3.00 p. m .
to 6.00 p. m .
(Closed on Sundays and Public Holidays)
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